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Santaquin Clty, Zoners Discuss Issue

SANTAQUIN — Members of the Santaqum Plann-
ing and Zoning Commission met in joint session with
the City Council Wednesday night to resolve a grow-
ing controversy over zoning matters.

The problem apparently developed about 10 days
ago when the council, responding to complaints from
local residents, enacted a moratorium on the influx
of what was termed ‘‘move-in"’ housing.

Another moratorium was imposed on the practice
of granting building permits for lots with less than
the legal frontage of 80 feet and less than the over-all
legal size of 8,000 square feet of space.

According to Mayor O. Doyle Crook, the problem
was created by the expansion of parking facilities at
Utah Valley hospital in Provo. ‘‘Many of those houses
being moved to provide that additional space are
finding their way into the Santaquin area,” he said.

“Local residents became alarmed when these
homes were moved into their neighborhoods and
caused property devaluation. Within two weeks
seven were brought in and three more were in the
planning stage and I understand another 10 or 15 are
expected,’” he informed the commission,

The planning and zoning commission expressed its
concern that the council had acted without consulting
the commission.

Chairman Robert C. Hales indicated the commis-
sion should have input into any action taken by the
council on zoning matters.

PLANNING AND Zoning Com-  nion, includes, from left, Robert
mission of Santaquin, which met  E. Steele, Chairman Robert C.
with city officials Wednesday  Hales and Dee L. Davis.

“We are concerned the citizens might feel we were
responsible for the action taken on zoning by the
council. I feel it would have been common courtesy
for the city council to have informed us on the action
they were planning,’”’ he said.

“The agenda posted for the council meeting on
Tuesday, June 7, did not specify the nature of the or-
dinances being acted upon and neither the citizens
nor the commission had any idea of the action being
contemplated,” he stated.

Mayor Crook told the crowd of more than 30
persons gathered in the city hall last night that the
council had the right to act and did so in an effort to
protect the citizens of Santaquin from an influx of
sub-standard housing.

“The council has granted variances in the past for
building houses on lots smaller than allowed
previously,”” he said, ‘‘but in recent months we have
seen instances of such construction without the for-
mality of requesting a variance from the city.”

Mr. Crook also told the joint meeting that during a
30-minute period, prior to the passage of the con-
troversial moratoriums, he had witnessed three
speculators enter city hall and request information
on where ‘“‘move-in"’ housing could be located.

Santaquin’s planning and zoning commission was
established less than two months ago for the purpose
of drawing up laws for the purpose of regulating the
city’s growth,

Until now all such matters have been handled on a
piecemeal basis by the city council. However, the
commission is still working on the enabling or-
dinances. Until they are passed by the council this
fall the commission if without power to act in zoning
matters, it was explained.

night to air differences of opi-

Commission member Robert E. Steele said he was
concerned there should be no ordinances passed deal-
ing with zoning unless it receives prior approval by
the commission. ‘‘We wish to hold public hearings on
zoning ordinances, and for the council to pass such
legislation denies the public a right to input into
them,” he said.

The question of a lack of support from the council
was also raised by Mr. Steele. “'If the commission
isn’t consulted beforehand on zoning matters, I don't
feel we have the council’s full support,” he stated.

Commission Chairman Hales echoed Mr. Steele's
position. “‘I recognize the council’s authority to act in
this instance; as a matter of fact they can do
anything they want including doing away with the
planning and zoning commission if they so desire.
But for us to do the job we were organized to do, we
must have their support,” he said.

Mayor Crook told the commission that support
works both ways and requested the same considera-
tion. “‘The six-month moratoriums will stand and any
person who has committed financially to build or
move a house into the area before passage of them
will be permitted to do so,” he said.

The planning and zoning commission unanimously
approved a motion to provide the council with a copy
of all minutes of future meetings and requested the
council to provide a specific agenda to the commis-
sion prior to their regular bi-monthly meetings.

The joint session of the commission and council
then adjourned with the commission to meet in two
weeks and the council will meet in its next regular
session on Tuesday, June 21.




